
   Friend or Foe ? 
Dear Parents / Guardians, 
We welcome you to Class Six’s captivating first topic, Friend or Foe?, which will be the focus of the autumn term’s 

learning. During this study, we will be exploring key events, key people and everyday life for different groups of people   

during the Second World War. Below is an outline of this topic, showing the skills that pupils will be developing in all         

curricular areas. Please get in touch if you have any contacts, experience or resources related to the topic that you would 

like to share with us for our learning journey. We will be in touch shortly with details of our class visit to the Imperial War 

Museum on Tuesday 8th October, and also to invite you to our end of term open event. Thank you for your support. 

Best wishes from Mrs Joanne King and Mrs Lorraine Collins  

GEOGRAPHY 
 Identify the countries of the Allies and the Axis powers, locating 

them on a world map. 

 Study a map of the British Isles and add cities that were bombed 

during the Blitz. 

 Investigate how the physical geography of the land affected the  

outcome / events of the war e.g. D-Day landings, using temporary 

harbours. 
 

HISTORY 
 Use a range of sources to find out about aspects of WW2. 

 Evacuation: what happened and the impact on children / parents  . 

 Understand ‘Home Front’, what this involved and why this was 

significant for Britain (incl. rationing) . 

 Study key events of the war and investigate how these events 

changed Britain and the course of different wars . 

 Make a chronological timeline of key events. 

 Find out how and why the war began and ended.  

 Identify and learn about world leaders of the time . 

 Examine the effect of propaganda posters . 

 Explore safety measures used to protect against the Blitz (e.g.     

barrage balloons, shelters, blackouts, etc.). 

ICT 
 Select and use appropriate software to present learning effec-

tively for audience, incl. use of audio, video and visual elements. 

(Comic Life, MoveMaker, Audacity,  PhotoStory) 

DT 
 Shelters - investigate shelters; make a model Anderson shelter. 

 Design, make and evaluate 3D building models for a 1940’s street. 

 

SCIENCE 
 Micro-Organisms—a study of useful and harmful microbes, and     

investigating / experimenting with micro-organisms. 

 More About Dissolving / Reversible and Irreversible 

Changes—Create and explain a variety of reversible and irre-

versible changes. Learn to recognise and understand a range of 

changes in state, and investigate factors affecting dissolving. 

Religious Education and PSHE 

 A study of ‘religion around us’, taking into account cul-

tural and religious diversity in Britain. 

 Develop empathy for the points of view and experiences 

of others. 

 Health - understand what contributes to a healthy life-

style. Understand effects of smoking and drugs. 

Creative Development 

ART 

 In-depth artist study of Lowry. 

 Studying the use of art to support propaganda and advertising . 

 Develop the skill of using paint in different ways. 

 Developing skills in appraising their own work and that of their peers. 

MUSIC 

 Analysing, performing and accompanying a variety of wartime songs to 

support curriculum learning. 

 Create a Blitz-inspired composition using a range of instruments. 

Maths National Curriculum programmes of study, plus 

the following topic links: 
 

 Problem solving skills – understanding and using strate-

gies to solve a range of types of problem: war-themed.  

 Shape and space – understanding and plotting co-

ordinates in all four quadrants – link to maps that would 

have been used  during the War, including battleships. 

 Handling data – use sources of war-related data. 

 Morse code activities and problem solving.  

Literacy To include: 
 

Narrative by significant authors - study of Goodnight Mr Tom, 

contrasting text and film, with related writing activities.  

Journalistic writing - Compare modern journalism with WW2 

newspapers and broadcasts. Write and record a radio report. 

Stories with flashback - Plan, write and edit own short WW2 

flashback story. 

Formal and Impersonal Writing - Explore different text types, 

including letters e.g. from Churchill, identifying features of 

formal language and transform into accessible English. Create 

information leaflets and guides for 'VE day' event. 

Biography and Autobiography - study, research and write biog-

raphy and autobiography of themselves and key WW2 figures  

The Power of Imagery - study how poets create an effect on 

the reader, using imagery and other techniques in own poems. 

Physical Education 
 Athletics / Games 

French 

 Learn conversational language to introduce themselves as 

an evacuee to their host families. 


