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Every child fulfilling their potential in a nurturing learning environment underpinned by Christian values. 

 
Re-opening School 
You have no doubt heard that the government would like schools to begin re-opening 
their doors to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children, from Monday 1st June. This is a 
challenging date to achieve. I can say at this point that St Andrew’s will not re-open 
on Monday 1st June. Places for key workers’ children will of course continue to be 
offered.  
 
You will have heard many things in the media about the pros and cons of bringing 
children together in schools. There does not appear to be sound evidence either way 
as to whether children can carry the coronavirus or that they may be affected by it. 
The government has produced many guidelines that schools should adhere to before 
and when they re-open. Here are questions you may be asking yourself at this moment 
in time. 
 
What are schools doing to prepare for the return of children? 
Schools are preparing in a number of ways: 
 i. Personal Protective Equipment is being ordered and delivered 

ii. Learning spaces are being measured out to consider the number of safe 
spaces for children  
iii. Hand washing facilities are being enhanced 
iv. Lidded bins are being ordered and installed 
v. Risk assessments are being drawn up and will be circulated to all staff. 
vi. Areas, where congestion may occur, will be marked with 2 metre markings 
e.g. The school entrance. 
vii. Timetables are being produced that will ensure different groups of children 
do not meet during the day eg staggered playtimes and lunch times. 

 
When is St Andrew’s likely to re-open? 
Plans are in place to enable the school to open on Monday 8th June. This will only 
happen if all the preparations have been completed and the school is as safe as 
possible. 
 
When you re-open won’t the school gate be crowded and busy? 
Each group of children will be given arrival times between 8.50am and 9.15am. A 
“trickle” of children arriving is anticipated. Floor markings will assist with social 
distancing. At the moment, approximately 60 children are expected back in school.  
 
 

 

Mr P Hayward : Headteacher    Friday 22nd  May 2020 
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How big will my child’s class be? 
The government guidance clearly states that children must not be in groups (also 
known as “bubbles”) of more than 15 children. Each group must be kept completely 
separate from other groups in school. Each group will be assigned at least one teacher 
and where possible a teaching assistant. 
 
Will my child be back full time? 
Numbers as they stand allows St Andrew’s to offer full time.  

i. Reception - Currently, less than 15 children will be attending Reception. This 
means we have enough staff to care for the children for the whole week. If we 
have to create two groups because more than 15 children return to school 
then the staff will have to be divided into two separate groups. If this happens, 
children will be in school for three and a half days. That is Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday morning. If your child is a key worker’s child and you 
need emergency childcare on a Thursday afternoon and a Friday, your child 
may have to be part of a separate key worker’s children’s group, rather than 
in a Reception group. 
ii. Year 1- Similarly, less than 15 children will be attending Year 1. This also 
means we have enough staff to care for the children for the whole week. If we 
have to create two groups because more than 15 children return to school 
then the staff will have to be divided into two separate groups. If this happens, 
children will be in school for four days. That is Monday to Thursday. Year 1 
children will not be allowed in school on a Friday if we need two Year 1 groups. 
iii. Year 6 – More than 16 children will be returning in June and so two separate 
groups will be needed. We have staffing capacity in school to offer full time 
places for both Year 6 groups. 
iv. Key Workers’ Children – Places have been offered to key workers’ children 
since the lockdown began. Places were offered, and taken, throughout the 
Easter break and places have been offered over half term and again taken. 
Places will continue to be offered to key workers’ children from 1st June. The 
1st June was supposed to be an INSET day but this is no longer the case. Key 
workers’ children are offered full time places. At the moment the group size is 
less than 15. Reception, Y1 and Y6 children cannot move between a key 
workers’ children’s group and their Year group. They must remain in either one 
or the other. If more than 15 key workers’ children return to school then two 
groups will be created. This will have an impact on the groups above because 
staff will need to be deployed elsewhere. 

 
The government guidance clearly states that there must not be movement of children 
or staff between established groups. This is to reduce the risk of cross contamination. 
Groups will be reviewed on a weekly basis. At this point, full time schooling cannot be 
guaranteed moving forward if current guidelines remain in place. 
 
Please note - If a parent accepts a Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 place there is an 
expectation that their child will attend every available day.  
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My child is in one of the classes that is re-opening (Reception, Year 1 or Year 6), how 
will I know if my child has a place in school? 
Recently, parents and carers were asked how they felt about sending their children 
back to school. If you want your child to attend school from Monday 8th June then 
please let your child’s class teacher know by Thursday 28th May. This can be done via 
email or using the ClassDojo app. If your teacher does not hear from you, they will 
assume a place is not required. You will not be able to change your mind after this 
date. An exact number of children is needed to create the groups and assign staff to 
each group. 
 
What if I change my mind and I want my child to start later than 8th June? When can 
I apply? 
Parents and carers are asked to give one full week’s notice. The dates are as follows: 
 

Week request made Week’s notice Child’s start date 

1st June – 5th June 8th June – 12th June Monday 15th June 

8th June – 12th June 15th June – 19th June Monday 22nd June 

15th June – 19th June 22nd June – 26th June Monday 29th June 

22nd June – 26th June 29th June – 3rd July Monday 6th July 

29th June – 3rd July 6th July – 10th July Monday 13th July 

 
The reason why a week’s full notice is being requested is because additional children 
returning to school may take group numbers above 15. If this is the case then new 
groups will need to be created. As stated above, this may result in full time places 
being reduced to part-week places. Families need as much notice as possible, if 
changes are to be implemented. 
 
I am not a key worker, my child is not in a vulnerable group and is not in Reception, 
Year 1 or Year 6 – can my child return to school? 
No. Teachers of children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 will continue to produce home-learning 
packs. However, every teacher and member of the support staff will be engaged in 
caring for children in school during the school day. Therefore, it will not be possible 
for teachers to respond to queries, as has been the case currently. Parents of children 
in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 are asked to limit requests for support to no more than one a 
day from Monday 8th June. 
 
Will children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 continue to receive home-learning 
packs if they do not attend school? 
This is under review. Children, at least, will receive guidance about their learning but 
current home-learning packs cannot be guaranteed. 
 
The government has said it would like all primary school-aged children to return to 
school before the summer break. Will this happen? 
If groups of no more than 15 children must be maintained, this will be a challenge. St 
Andrew’s does not have the capacity in terms of space and staff to achieve this.  
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Can my child wear a face mask in school? 
No. 
 
What happens if a child exhibits COVID-19 symptoms? 
A child showing symptoms of COVID-19 will be isolated and parents and carers 
contacted to collect them. The child will not be able to return to school until a test has 
been carried out and they are cleared. If a positive result comes back then that child’s 
group, including the teaching staff, will be asked to return home and self-isolate for 
two weeks. 
 
Does my child need to wear school uniform in school? 
No. Parents and carers are asked to attire their children in comfortable clothing. 
Younger children should wear clothes that they can manage themselves. For example, 
please do not send your child to school in shoes that have laces if your child cannot tie 
their laces. This requires a member of staff to be within 2 metres of your child. Your 
child will not need a PE kit. 
 
Will CHILL open to offer before and after school childcare? 
No. There is not the staffing to maintain the discreet groups. Children must not mix 
during the day. 
 
What measures are being taken to ensure the children are kept safe when in school? 
Mid-Trent MAT has created a Re-Opening Plan. I have attached a copy of it to the end 
of this newsletter. This adds more detail to the statements above. A risk assessment 
will be completed during half term which will explain the measures that have been 
considered to protect children and staff. This risk assessment will be scrutinised by 
teacher unions and published on the school website before 8th June. 
 
What are the Child and Parent Charters? 
These are simple lists of reminders that we would like you to follow. Copies have been 
sent out with this newsletter and will be available on the newsletter section of the 
school website. 
 
What happens now? 
Once we have numbers of children returning to school the groups will be arranged 
and staff deployed. You will be informed in next week’s newsletter the group numbers 
and the days each group will be open.  
 
Home Learning Packs For the Week Commencing Monday 1st June 
Home Learning Packs for the week commencing Monday 1st June will be available on 
the school website by Saturday 30th May. Please go to  

https://www.st-andrews-weston.staffs.sch.uk/teaching-learning/ 

to download packs. Paper copies can be collected from the school entrance from 
9.30am on Monday 1st June. Packs will be organised into classes and placed in 
cardboard boxes. Please let staff in school know if you take the last pack so that extra 
copies can be printed before the next parent arrives. Thank you. 

https://www.st-andrews-weston.staffs.sch.uk/teaching-learning/
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And Finally… 
These are unprecedented times. Only time will be able to tell us if by re-opening 
schools we did the right thing. I can say that every effort is being made to ensure your 
children and the staff are being kept safe. I will leave it up to you, as parents, if you 
decide to send your children to school. I hope you now understand what to expect 
and the efforts we are taking. For the moment, the most important thing I need to 
know is how many children will be joining us. I would really appreciate it if you could 
let your children’s class teacher know (no later than Thursday 28th May) either way if 
your child is joining us on Monday 8th June. Until then, I hope you keep well. 
Mr Hayward. 
 
 

Prayer Space - Ascension 
 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
Acts 1: 9=11 

 
 

Monday 8th June – St Andrew’s will re-open to Reception, Y1 and Y6 children. 
 
 
 

 St Andrew’s CE Primary School 
Re-opening Plan  
June/July 2020 

 

 

1. Preparing the site 
 
A - Health and safety check of the building 

Areas of the building which have been out of use will undergo a health and safety check before re-
opening.  

Guidance from the following documents is being followed: 

 managing school premises during the coronavirus outbreak. 

 fire safety in new and existing school buildings. 

B - Cleaning and hygiene 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-school-premises-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-in-new-and-existing-school-buildings
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All frequently touched surfaces, equipment, door handles and toilets used during the day will be 
cleaned thoroughly throughout and at the end of the day.  

Guidance from the following documents is being followed: 

 cleaning non-healthcare settings   

 implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings  

The following has also been considered and where possible will be implemented: 

 the availability of soap and hot water/hand sanitisers in every toilet, classroom and communal area; 

 the location of hand sanitiser stations, for example at the school entrance for pupils and any other 
person passing into the school to use, and their replenishment; 

 lidded bins in classrooms and in other key locations around the site for the disposal of tissues and 
any other waste, their double bagging and emptying; 

 a good supply of disposable tissues to implement the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach in each 
classroom and enough to top up regularly. 

Supplies from annex d: list of things to consider acquiring have been ordered. 
 
 
C - Movement around the school 

Contact between different groups of children, and between adults will be minimal. The main school 
corridor will be operated one-way at a time so there is no crossing in the corridor.  The staggered 
timetable will ensure that different groups are not in at the same time. 

D- Site examination 

All available rooms have been examined for whether they are suitable to use and will be used as follows: 

 Reception Class – Reception Classroom (Reception classroom and Year 1 classroom if numbers 
increase) 

 Year 1  –  Year 1 Classroom (Year 2 and Year 5 classrooms if required) 

 Year 6 –   Year 3 and Year 4 mobile classrooms 

 Key Workers’ Children – In Class 6 initially but if numbers increase in the school hall. 

Only resources that can be wiped clean will be used. Wherever possible, resources which are not easily 
washable or wipeable will be removed.  All soft-furnishings, textile chairs and material toys will be 
removed. 

Posters will be displayed in every classroom to be used, at the main entrance or front office, in the 
staffroom and in all toilets. 
 
 

2. Staffing Review 
 
A – Staffing Audit 
An audit will be carried out of available staff. 
 
B - Staff ratios 
 
The following has been considered when we have designed our staffing rota: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools#annex-d-list-of-things-to-consider-acquiring


Happiness  -  Confidence  -  Achievement  -  Family  -  Respect 

  In God We Believe and Achieve..     

 Number of staff available to work; 

 Availability of head or deputy available for work in school; 

 Availability of paediatric first aiders; 

 Availability of Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and SENCO; 

 Availability of caretaker and/or cleaning staff and one office staff member available during the 
school day. 

 

We currently have enough staff to open safely. If any staff fall ill, or pupil numbers significantly increase, 
we may have to close to certain groups on some days. 

 

3. Maximum safe group size 

We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be 
expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back 
to early years and schools, we are taking this into account. 

We have worked through the hierarchy of measures set out in implementing protective measures in 
education and childcare settings and detailed risk assessments will be put in place. 

We will reduce contact between people as much as possible, so children and staff where possible, will 
only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group will stay away from other groups. We will 
endeavour to keep our Year 6 children within those small groups 2 metres away from each other. While 
in general groups will be kept apart, brief, transitory contact, such as passing in a corridor, is low risk – 
we will however avoid this by carefully timetabling movements. 

There will be no more than 15 pupils per small group and one teacher (and, if needed, a teaching 
assistant). 

4. Temporary teaching groups 

We have taken the following into account when organising groups: 

 Number of eligible children; 

 limitations of our school buildings and outdoor space – we have small classrooms and little extra 
space; 

 Children of critical workers and vulnerable children who are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 will join 
their respective year groups. All from other year groups will stay in one group. 

 Our staffing model will be one teacher per group (or 2 teachers sharing the week for existing job 
shares) – we may also assign TAs to groups. 

 If there are any shortages of teachers, then teaching assistants will be allocated to lead a group, 
working under the direction of a teacher. 

Due to limited space within the school, we may not be able to safely cater for all the children who are 
eligible to attend (Reception, Year 1, Year 6 and the children of keyworkers and those who are 
vulnerable) at the same time. A rota may have to be implemented to maintain the recommended group 
sizes. This will be constantly under-review. 

A - Attendance reporting 

We will resume taking the attendance register and continue completing the daily data returns using the 
DfE portal. Parents and carers of eligible year groups, and critical workers/parents and carers of 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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vulnerable children, are strongly encouraged to bring in their children, but they will not face fines or 
other sanctions if they don’t. Parents whose children have been invited in should call if they are not 
coming in as normal. 

5. Practical steps to reduce risk 

We will: 

 stagger start and end times between year groups by a short period to reduce volume at the 
entrance; 

 use signage to guide parents and carers as to where and when they should drop off and pick up 
their children; 

 work out arrangements for breaks and play times so that only one group, up to a maximum of 15 
children, is in the same play area at any one time; 

 ensure that staff remain at a safe distance from each other at lunchtimes, break times and before 
and after school; 

 arrange for assemblies to take place with individual groups in their allocated classroom spaces 
rather than bringing children from different classes together into one hall or large space; 

 provide the option of a free meal under the universal infant free school meals policy for EYFS and 
Year 1 pupils. We will also provide meals for Year 6 children which can be paid for via the usual 
method; 

 organise lunch times so that children do not mix with children from other groups. 
 

More detailed risk assessments will be in place. 
 

6. Changes to routines for staff, pupils and parents 
 
Please see parent, pupil and staff charters. 
 
A - Taking books home 

The number of shared resources that are taken home by staff and pupils and the exchange of such 
resources will be limited. Teachers will wash their hands and surfaces, before and after handling pupils’ 
books. 

B - Clothing 

There will be no requirement for school uniform to be worn. There is no need for anything other than 
normal personal hygiene and washing of clothes following a day in a school. Clothes that cannot be 
machine washed should be avoided. 

Sensible leisure clothes and footwear should by worn that are suitable for physical exercise.  Children 
should wear clothes and shoes that they don’t need assistance with to allow safe-distancing from staff. 

Children will not need their PE kit. 

Children will not be allowed to wear face masks in school due to associated risks. 

C - Drop off and pick up routines 

There will be a staggered timetable for a drop off and pick up routines.  Start times will fall between 
8:45am and 9:15am and end times 2:50pm and 3:20pm. This will be reviewed regularly. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
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There will be a queuing system and a process for staff to greet each child to ensure they wash their 
hands immediately on arrival, and then go straight to their classroom. 

Only one parent is allowed to drop a child/children at school. Parents should arrive and leave at their 
designated times and not congregate outside the school premises. Parents should adhere to the 2m 
rule at all times and not enter the school building without a prior appointment. 

D – Lunches 

School meals offered initially will be sandwich bags for all children in school. The children will have a 
choice of fillings.  Key Stage 1 meals will be free under the Universal Free School Meals scheme and Key 
Stage 2 to be paid for by Parent Pay as usual. If children are bringing their own lunches they need to be 
able to open all items themselves to allow for safe distancing. 

 

 

E - Visitors 

There will be no external visitors to the school during school hours unless a prior appointment has been 
made. Parents can only come into school buildings when strictly necessary, by appointment, and ideally 
only one (Any such meetings should take place at a safe distance and so the use of small offices may 
not be suitable). 

 

7. Managing pupil wellbeing and mental health 

The coronavirus outbreak may have caused significant mental health or wellbeing difficulties for some 
children. We recognise that while ‘getting back to normal’ is important that we support: 

 individual children who have found the long period at home hard to manage; 

 those who have developed anxieties related to the virus; 

 those about whom there are safeguarding concerns; 

 those who may make safeguarding disclosures once they are back in schools; 

 those who have experienced bereavements in their immediate family or wider circle of friends or 
family. 

We will provide: 

 opportunities for children to talk about their experiences of the past few weeks; 

 opportunities for one-to-one conversations with trusted adults where this may be supportive; 

 some refocussed lessons on relevant topics, for example, mental wellbeing or staying safe; 

 pastoral activity, such as positive opportunities to renew and develop friendships and peer groups; 

 other enriching developmental activities. 

 

8. Planning what to teach, and how 

The priorities for young children at this time are resocialisation into new style school routines; speaking 
and listening, and regaining momentum in particular with early reading. 
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Children who have had limited opportunities for exercise will be encouraged to exert themselves 
physically, making use of supervised non-touch running games within their group.   

For younger children, the resources made available for child-initiated learning will be carefully 
considered – please see risk assessments.  

As far as possible, children will benefit from a broad range of educational opportunities, but we will 
also focus on fundamental areas where support is required following time spent out of school, such as 
reading. 

In Year 6, many of the end of term traditions will not take place, for example, whole year or class 
assemblies with parents, school journeys and trips. We will provide opportunities for children to discuss 
this, as it may be a source of anxiety or sadness. Year 6 teaching during this time will focus on readiness 
for secondary school, including academic readiness, which could involve additional teaching in any 
subject, but in particular mathematics and English to make up for any losses to learning incurred while 
at home. 

Physical education lessons may continue to take place providing they are strictly non-contact and do 
not involve more than any one temporary group. 

9. Remote education during wider opening 

Now that we will be opening more widely, larger numbers of staff will be needed to provide face-to-
face provision in school. This means that it will be more difficult to maintain the same level of remote 
education provision for pupils in the year groups who are not eligible to attend, or for those pupils in 
year groups who are eligible to attend but who themselves cannot. 

Staff will still continue to provide work packs and you can also access the Oak National Academy. Staff 
won’t however be available to answer e-mail and Dojo enquiries throughout the day. Staff working 
from home will be asked to assist in this and set times for communications will be laid out. Parents will 
be asked to refrain from contacting staff more than once a day.  

The statements above are taken and adapted from the following guidance: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-
1-june  

 

 
Dates for the academic year 2020 - 2021 

 
Autumn Term 2020 

Inset day: Tuesday 1 September 
Inset day: Wednesday 2 September  
Term starts: Thursday 3 September 
 

Half term: Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October 
 
INSET day: Monday 2 November 
Term ends: Friday 18 December 
 

Holiday: Monday 21 December - Friday 1 January 
 

Spring Term 2021 
INSET day: Monday 4 January 
Term starts: Tuesday 5 January 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june
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Half term: Monday 15 February - Friday 19 February 2021 

 
Term ends: Thursday 1 April 
 

Holiday: Friday 2 April - Friday 16 April 2021 
Easter Sunday: Sunday 4 April 2021 

 
Summer Term 2021 

Term starts: Monday 19 April 
 
May Day: Monday 3 May 
 

Half term: Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June 2021 
 
INSET day: Monday 7 June 
Term ends: Wednesday 21 July 
 

Holiday: Thursday 22 July - Tuesday 31 August 2021 
 

 


